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5.6 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

The MPP is a proposed nominal 250 MW natural gas-fired electrical generating facility to be
located at the site of the existing COB power plant in Burbank, California. The project
encompasses approximately 3.0 acres within the existing 23 acre Magnolia and Olive Power
Station Site, located at 164 Magnolia Boulevard in Burbank, California (refer to Figure 3.2-
1).

The MPP will use existing infrastructure, consisting of industrial buildings and paved or
graded property. Aside from an additional 2.4 acres needed for additional construction
laydown area, the project does not include new or modified offsite facilities that may affect
biological resources.

The purpose of this section is to describe existing biological resources within the study area
and a 1-mile radius around the plant site, and to assess the potential impacts of the proposed
project on biological resources. Refer to Figure 5.6-1 for a regional map of the MPP.

5.6.1 Affected Environment

Historically, the proposed project location and adjacent habitat may have included coastal
sage scrub, chaparral, riparian woodland, and/or southern coast live oak riparian forest. No
native habitat remains as a result of heavy industrial and residential development. Refer to
Figure 5.9-3 for a map of land uses in the project area. In summary, the proposed MPP site is
located in a highly urban and industrial setting without native vegetation. Ornamental
plantings line streets and buildings, and form freeway windrows. Isolated ruderal patches on
roadsides are common throughout the study area.

The affected environment for the MPP, described in the following section, is based on a
review of existing literature and field surveys to define biological resources.

5.6.1.1 Survey Methods

Survey methods for biological resources were conducted in accordance with CEC regulations
(CEC, 2000) by a URS biologist. The “project area” is defined as the area that may be
directly disturbed during construction of the project, and includes the power plant site and
construction laydown and parking areas. The “project survey area” includes the project area
plus a buffer where both botanical and wildlife resource surveys were conducted. The project
buffer includes a 1-mile area surrounding the power plant site.

Prior to conducting field surveys, information was gathered on sensitive wildlife and
botanical species that were known or that could occur in the project survey area. These
investigations consisted of: (1) a review of COB documents including the General Plan; (2) a
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review of the maps, files and reports from the California Department of Fish and Game
(CDFG), California Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB) as attached in Appendix L; and
(3) a review of the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Rare Plant Database.

A reconnaissance survey of the existing COB site, the proposed MPP construction site, and
areas within the project buffer was conducted on February 6, 2001. The purpose of the
survey was to characterize plant communities and identify habitat for the potentially
occurring special-status species listed in Table 5.6-1. Table 5.6-2 provides a list of flora and
fauna observed on- and offsite during the survey. Surveys were conducted by URS biologist
Ms. Yvonne Marlin under the supervision of URS biologist, Ms. Anne Knowlton. Appendix
L includes copies of the biology team resumes.

5.6.1.2 Plant Communities

Onsite Plant Communities. The existing COB facility site consists almost entirely of
previously constructed power plant equipment and asphalt surfaces. No vegetation, aside
from scattered ruderal plants growing in small patches of disturbed soils between concrete or
asphalt surfaces, occurs within the project boundary. COB personnel routinely apply
herbicide to vegetation growing in these areas for access and aesthetic purposes.

Offsite Plant Communities. The existing COB facility is located in an industrial and
residential area that does not support native vegetation and contains only artificial structures
and ornamental landscaping plants. The COB has created a xeriscape plant demonstration
located in front of the existing power generation facility facing Magnolia Street. Native and
non-native drought tolerant plants have been planted and labeled. Examples of plants in the
demonstration garden are listed in Table 5.6-2.

Parking and Laydown Area Plant Communities. Potential offsite worker parking and a
construction laydown site have been identified to support MPP construction activities. Both
the parking and laydown site are located in previously paved lots devoid of native vegetation.

Two parking areas are discussed below. The first site is on Old Front Street between New
Front Street and I-5. This site is located directly north of Magnolia Boulevard with the
entrance off New Front Street, and is paved. The second parking site includes a paved
overfill parking lot and is between Ontario Street and Buena Vista Street just north of Fredric
Street. The laydown area is a 2.4 acre paved parcel between Victory Boulevard and the
railroad tracks, north of Fredric Street.



HH::\\MMAAGGNNOOLLIIAA  AAFFCC  BBUURRBBAANNKK\\TTEEXXTT\\--66\\55..66..DDOOCC 5.6-3 44//2266//22000011  22::3388  PPMM

TABLE 5.6-1

SPECIAL-STATUS SPECIES POTENTIALLY OCCURRING AT THE MPP SITE

Common Name Scientific Name Status1 Occurrence

Wildlife

Coastal California gnatcatcher Polioptila californica FT/CSC Last seen in 1991 at Verdugo Mountain Park in Sun Valley.

Southwestern pond turtle Clemmys marmorata pallida CSC Last seen in 1987 in Los Angeles; location suppressed.

Plants

Davidson’s bush mallow Malacothamnus davidsonii FE/SE Last seen in 1987 in lower Cabrini Canyon.

Nevin’s barberry Berberis nevinii FE/SE Last seen in 1986 at Griffith Park, Santa Monica Mountains.

Parish’s brittlescale Atriplex parishii FSC Last seen in north of Griffith Park; date unknown.

San Fernando Valley spineflower Chorizanthe parryi var. fernandina FC Last seen 1890 in the vicinity of West Hollywood.

Slender-horned spineflower Dodecahema leptoceras FE/SE Last seen in 1916 in the vicinity of La Crescenta.

1 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Federal)
FE = Endangered (In danger of becoming extant throughout all or a significant portion of its range).
FT = Threatened (Likely to become endangered in the foreseeable future in the absence of special protection).
FC = Federal Candidate (Candidate for FT or FE listing).
FSC = Species of Concern (Sufficient information exists which warrants concern over that species’ status and warrants study).

California Department of Fish and Game (State)
SE = Endangered (In danger of becoming extant throughout all or a significant portion of its range).
SC= State Candidate (Candidate for SE or State Threatened [likely to become endangered in the foreseeable future in the absence of special protection]).
CSC = Species of Concern (Information exists which warrants concern over that species’ status and may warrant future listing).
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TABLE 5.6-2

PLANT AND WILDLIFE SPECIES OBSERVED
DURING FIELD SURVEY

Common Name Scientific Name

Onsite1

Plants

Black mustard Brassica nigra

Cudweed everlasting Gnaphalium luteo-album

Horseweed Conyza canadensis

Lambsquarter Chenopodium album

Nightshade Solanum sp.

Birds

House sparrow Passer domesticus

Pigeon Columba livia

Western gull Larus occidentalis

Offsite2

Plants

Bearberry* Arctostaphylos uva-ursi

Blue bell creeper* Sollya heterophylla

California coffeberry* Rhamnus californica

Date palm* Phoenix canariensis

Escallonia* Escallonia exoniensis

Ironwood* Lyonothamnus floribundus

Penstemon* Penstemon hybrid

Ripgut brome Bromus diandrus

Snowberry* Ceanothus griseus horizontalis

Tree-anemone* Carpenteria californica

1 Onsite  = Existing plant facility (plants occur in small patches of disturbed soils
between concrete or asphalt surfaces).

2
Offsite  = Adjacent lands up to 1-mile from the existing plant facility. Offsite
vegetation is comprised of ornamental landscaping associated with residential and
commercial development. These non-native landscape species were not included
in this list. No wildlife species, with the exception of one western gull, were
observed during the survey.

* Plants in xeroscape garden demonstration located in front of the COB facility
facing Magnolia Street.
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In summary, plant communities are limited to ornamental landscaping within the project
area. Figure 5.6-1 presents a detailed map of the limited biological resources within the
project study area, including the parking and construction laydown sites.

5.6.1.3 Wetlands

No wetlands were observed within the MPP study area. The Los Angeles River has been
channelized in the study area and consists of a 40-foot wide and 20-foot high concrete
structure with no vegetation. This channel borders the northeast side of the plant.

5.6.1.4 Wildlife Community

The MPP site and adjacent areas support few wildlife species because of the highly
developed and industrialized nature of the region and the lack of vegetated habitats. Common
urban bird species, such as pigeon (Columba livia), Western gull (Larus occidentalis),
mourning dove (Zenaida macroura), European starling (Sturnus vulgaris), and house
sparrow (Passer domesticus) occur in the vicinity of the proposed MPP.

5.6.1.5 Special-Status Species Occurrence

Plants. The NDDB identifies the following five species as historically or potentially present
in the project vicinity: Davidson’s bush mallow (Malacothamnus davidsonii), Nevin’s
barberry (Berberis nevinii), Parish’s brittlescale (Atriplex parishii), San Fernando Valley
spineflower (Chorizanthe parryi var. fernandina) and slender-horned spineflower
(Dodecahema leptoceras). These species are likely to be extirpated from the project study
area. Extirpation has occurred within the study area due to the absence of native vegetative
cover and the highly disturbed and developed nature of the region. Thus, it is extremely
unlikely that these species would occur in the project study area.

Wildlife . The NDDB identifies two sensitive wildlife species as historically present and
potentially occurring near the project site: coastal California gnatcatcher (Polioptila
californica californica) and southwestern pond turtle (Clemmys marmorata pallida). These
species are discussed in detail below and listed in Table 5.6-1.

Coastal California Gnatcatcher. The coastal California gnatcatcher is a federally-
threatened and state species of concern. This gnatcatcher is a non-migratory small passerine
that inhabits coastal sage scrub vegetation. The bird’s range includes Ventura County south
to El Rosario in Baja California, Mexico. The California gnatcatcher defends breeding
territories ranging in size from approximately 2 to 30 acres. The breeding season extends
from late February through July with the peak of nest initiations occurring from mid-March
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through mid-May. Nests are usually constructed in coastal sage scrub vegetation
approximately 3 feet above the ground. This gnatcatcher feeds primarily on insects.

Records for the coastal California gnatcatcher include an observation in Sun Hill Valley at
Roscoe School in 1901. It was last seen at Verdugo Mountain Park in 1991, which is at least
2 miles from the MPP.

Southwestern Pond Turtle. The southwestern pond turtle is federally-listed as a species of
concern. The southwestern pond turtle occurs from roughly Monterey Bay south through the
Coast Ranges to northern Baja California. The current range of the species is similar to the
historic range, but populations have become fragmented by agriculture and urban
development. It appears to have been eliminated from some California systems including the
Los Angeles, San Gabriel, and Santa Ana rivers. Southwestern pond turtles live primarily in
freshwater rivers, streams, lakes, ponds, vernal pools, and seasonal wetlands, but also seem
to have some tolerance for slightly brackish conditions. They may live in intermittent streams
where permanent pools exist. The species requires slowly moving water and appropriate
basking sites such as logs, banks, or other suitable areas above water level.

The last record of the pond turtle was in 1987 in Los Angeles at a suppressed location. The
southwestern pond turtle does not occur near the project site, because no suitable ponded
water habitat exists.

5.6.1.6 Special Environmental Areas in the Project Vicinity

The Angeles National Forest is located over 5 miles north of the MPP site. Griffith Park and
the Verdugo Mountains, as well as other city parks that may contain native habitat, exist
outside the project buffer as well. These resources are mapped on Figure 5.6-1.

5.6.2 Environmental Consequences

Impacts on biological resources are discussed below. Biological impacts would be considered
significant if they involved the loss of sensitive plant or animal species, or degradation of
their habitat. The project would have a significant impact on vegetation and wildlife if it
would:

• Cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels (CEQA
Guidelines, Section 15065(a))

• Threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15065(a))
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• Substantially affect, reduce the number, or restrict the range of unique, rare, or
endangered species of animal or plant, or the habitat of the species (CEQA Guidelines,
Section 15065(a), Appendix G(c), Appendix I(II.4.b) and (II.5.b))

• Substantially diminish or reduce habitat for fish, wildlife, or plants (CEQA Guidelines,
Section 15065(a), Appendix G(t))

• Interfere substantially with the movement of resident or migratory fish or wildlife species
(CEQA Guidelines, Appendix G(d))

• Change the diversity of species, or number of any species of plants (including trees,
shrubs, grass crops, and aquatic plants) or animals (birds, land animals including reptiles,
fish and shellfish, benthic organisms or insects) (CEQA Guidelines, Appendix I(II.4.1)
and (II.5.a))

• Introduce new species of plants or animals into an area, or act as a barrier to the normal
replenishment of existing species (CEQA Guidelines, Appendix I(II.4.c) and (II.5.c))

• Deteriorate existing fish or wildlife habitat (CEQA Guidelines, Appendix I(II.5.d)).

These criteria have been used to evaluate the project’s effects on plant communities and
wildlife. Potential impacts to biological resources resulting from the construction and
operation of the MPP are discussed below.

5.6.2.1 MPP Site

5.6.2.1.1 Site Preparation and Construction Impacts. The proposed project will involve
the installation of new power generators. Because the plant site area is void of native
biological resources, construction activities, including grading, will not result in a significant
impact to biological resources.

Air Emissions and Noise. Increases in air emissions (Section 5.2) and noise (Section
5.12) during construction of the proposed power plant will not cause significant impacts to
wildlife species. Wildlife species, such as bird species that fly overhead or rest on nearby
transmission lines or ornamental trees, have adapted to the existing noise levels at the
existing COB facility.

5.6.2.1.2 Operations and Maintenance Impacts. Potential operations and maintenance
impacts on biological resources are limited to air emission and noise impacts and collision
hazards from the existing exhaust stacks. These potential impacts on the environment are
discussed below.



5.6 Biological Resources

HH::\\MMAAGGNNOOLLIIAA  AAFFCC  BBUURRBBAANNKK\\TTEEXXTT\\--66\\55..66..DDOOCC 5.6-8 44//2266//22000011  22::3388  PPMM

Air Emissions. Operation of the plant site will generate emissions from the combustion
of natural gas. This potential impact is considered less than significant because the plant site
is already in an industrialized setting and plant and wildlife species have adapted to the
existing conditions. Modeled ground-level concentrations of criteria air pollutants (e.g.,
particulate matter, nitrogen oxides, sulfur dioxide, and carbon monoxide) resulting from
emissions from the equipment at the proposed MPP are below significance levels as
discussed in Section 5.2, Air Quality. These significance levels, together with ambient air
quality standards, are set to protect public health and ecosystems. Because native vegetation
is lacking within a one-mile radius of the plant, there are no impacts on vegetation and
wildlife associated with air emissions and subsequent ground deposition. An analysis of
nitrogen deposition is presented in the following paragraph.

Modeling results for the proposed MPP indicate that maximum nitrogen deposition levels
adjacent to the facility would be 0.102 kg/ha/yr. As indicated in Figure 5.6-3, deposition rates
at the proposed MPP are reduced to nearly undetectable levels within 1,000 feet of the
source. The deposition rate estimates are considered to be conservative as they reflect the
worst-case deposition rate. Several photochemical reactions must take place for the gaseous
nitric acid, nitrogen dioxide, and ammonia to convert to aerosols that can be deposited on the
ground. The models assume these reactions will occur within the stack, when in fact they
take hours to occur within the atmosphere by which time the plume has significantly
dispersed further reducing potential deposition impacts.

Noise. Industrial sites adjacent to the existing MPP site and Interstate 5 currently generate
noise within the project study area. The proposed MPP will generate noise similar to that
which already exists in the project area. These potential impacts are considered less than
significant because the proposed plant site is located in an industrial, mostly unvegetated
area.

Collision Hazards. Structures that may present a collision hazard to birds are an existing
150-foot high exhaust stack and the proposed 150-foot high stack associated with the MPP.
The potential for collisions would be highest for migrating waterfowl or other species of
birds, especially small insect-eaters that migrate at night. In many cases birds migrating at
night are guided in part by constellations and can become confused by brightly lighted tall
structures. Fog or low cloud cover can further add to collision potential. The exhaust stack
may be lighted if the FAA requires lighting for aviation safety. Collision hazards in the area
of the project site are anticipated to be very low as a result of a lack of suitable habitat for
birds.

Impacts on Special-Status Species. Potential impacts to federally-listed or state-listed
threatened or endangered species or other species of concern are not anticipated. All
activities related to the MPP will be carried out within the limits of the existing COB
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generating project, and habitat required to support such species is not present within the
project area. Species more recently reported by the CDFG NDDB are located at Griffith Park
and the Verdugo Mountains, at least 1.5 miles from the existing COB facility site. Because
there is no native habitat in the study area, the MPP will have no effect on special-status
species.

5.6.2.2 Parking and Laydown Sites

Parking and additional laydown areas that have been identified will require no grading or
paving and will occur in previously disturbed lots. Thus, there are no impacts to biological
resources.

5.6.2.3 Cumulative Impacts

The purposes of the cumulative impacts assessment for the proposed project are to:

1) Identify past, present, and reasonably foreseeable actions in the project area that could
affect the same resource(s) as the MPP

2) Determine if the impacts of the MPP and the other actions would overlap in time or
geographic extent

3) Determine if the impacts of the proposed project would interact with, or intensify, the
impacts of the other actions

4) Determine if this AFC overlaps another existing or planned AFC

5) Identify any potentially significant cumulative impacts.

Projects that will potentially contribute to cumulative impacts with the MPP are those located
in the same general geographic area of influence. For this cumulative assessment, the area of
influence is defined as those projects within a 5-mile radius of the MPP. Projects or proposed
projects of potential regional significance with the proposed project are also considered in the
cumulative analysis. Information was gathered on projects that either: 1) have submitted an
application for required approvals and permits; 2) have been previously approved and may be
implemented in the near future; or 3) are contemplated and reasonably anticipated, but have
not been formally proposed. Information needed for the cumulative impact assessment and
concerning potential future projects was primarily obtained via personal communications.
Information available via the internet was additionally reviewed. Caltrans, the CEC, and the
COB Planning Department provided information. Table 5.18-1 in Section 5.18 (Cumulative
Impacts), presents a list of potential projects considered in this cumulative impact
assessment. The time frames for these potential developments are also indicated. In
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summary, these projects include a resort, offices, residential developments, shopping centers,
markets, and industrial parks.

In summary, there are no significant cumulative effects because there are no biological
resources within the range of the proposed MPP.

5.6.3 Mitigation Measures

There are no mitigation measures proposed for biological resources.

5.6.4 Applicable Laws, Ordinances, Regulations, and Standards (LORS)

 The following LORS are applicable or potentially applicable to the proposed project in the
context of biological resources. A summary of applicable LORS is provided in Table 5.6-3.
The proposed project will be constructed and operated in accordance with applicable LORS
pertinent to biological resources.
 

5.6.4.1 Federal Authorities and Administering Agencies
 

 Endangered Species Act of 1973; 16 USC Section 1531 et seq.; 50 CFR Parts 17 and 222.
The Act includes provisions for the protection and management of federally listed threatened
or endangered plants and animals and their designated critical habitats. The administering
agency for the above authority is the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). The MPP
does not impact federally listed threatened or endangered plants and animals and their
designated critical habitats and will not violate the Endangered Species Act.
 

 National Environmental Policy Act; 42 USC Section 4321 et seq. The Act requires
analysis of the environmental effects of federal actions. The administering agency for the
above authority is the USFWS. Because there are no impacts to biological resources, the
MPP will not violate the National Environmental Policy Act.
 

 Migratory Bird Treaty Act; 16 USC Sections 703 - 711; 50 CFR Subchapter B. The Act
includes provisions for protection of migratory birds, including basic prohibitions against any
taking not authorized by federal regulation. Because there are no impacts to birds or their
habitat, the MPP will not violate the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

 Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act; 48 Stat. 401, amended; 16 USC 661 et seq. This act
requires federal agencies to coordinate federal actions with the USFWS to conserve fish and
wildlife resources. The administering agency for the above authority is the USFWS. Because
there are no impacts to biological resources, the MPP will comply with this act.
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TABLE 5.6-3

LORS FOR BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

AFC Section Authority Administering Agency Requirements/Compliance

Federal

Section 5.6.4.1 Endangered Species Act of 1973; 16 USC § 1531
et seq.; 50 CFR Parts 17 and 222.

US Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS)

Protection and management of federally listed
threatened or endangered plants and animals
and their designated critical habitats (terrestrial
and avian species). Section 7 Endangered
Species Act consultation with USFWS (or
Section 10A).

Section 5.6.4.1 National Environmental Policy Act; 42 USC §
4321 et seq.

USFWS Analysis of impacts of Federal action.

Section 5.6.4.1 Migratory Bird Treaty Act; 16 USC §§ 703-711;
50 CFR Subchapter B.

USFWS Protection of migratory birds.

Section 5.6.4.1 Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act; 16 USC §§
661-666

USFWS Conservation of fish and wildlife.

Section 5.6.4.1 Clean Water Act of 1977; 33 USC §§ 1251-1376;
30 CFR § 330.5(a)(26)

U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and the
Regional Water Quality
Control Board

Protection of wetlands and limiting of thermal
discharges to the marine environment.

State

Section 5.6.4.2 California Endangered Species Act of 1984;
California Fish and Game Code §§ 2050-2098.

California  Department of
Fish and Game (CDFG)

Consultation Requirement.

Section 5.6.4.2 California Species Preservation Act of 1970;
California Fish and Game Code §§ 900-903.

CDFG Protection and enhancement of the birds,
mammals, fish, amphibians and reptiles of
California.
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AFC Section Authority Administering Agency Requirements/Compliance

State (continued)

Section 5.6.4.2 California Fish and Game Code § 4700 and
§5515

CDFG No taking of mammals listed as fully
protected.

Sections 5.6.2.1
and 5.6.5.2

California Fish and Game Code § 3511 and
§5050

CDFG No taking of birds, reptiles, or amphibians
listed as fully protected.

Sections 5.6.2.2,
5.6.2.3, and 5.6.5.2

California Fish and Game Code § 3503. CDFG No taking or possessing of the nests or eggs of
birds.

Section 5.6.4.2 California Environmental Quality Act; California
Public Resources Code § 21000 et seq.

CEC Protection of environment.

Section 5.6.4.2 California PRC § 25523(a); 20 CCR §§ 1752,
1752.5, 2300-2309; Chapter 2, Subchapter 5,
Article I, Appendix B, Part (I)

CEC Protection of environmental quality.

Local

Section 5.6.4.3 Open Space Element and Conservation Element
of the City of Burbank General Plan.

City of Burbank
Community Economic
and Development
Services Department

Ensure that proposed development projects
demonstrate a high degree of compatibility
with any threatened or endangered species.
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 Clean Water Act of 1977; 33 USC Section 1251 - 1376; 30 CFR Section 330.5(a)(26).
The Act provides for the protection of wetlands and the limiting of thermal discharges to
the marine environment. The administering agencies for the above authority are the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and the Regional Water Quality Control Board
(RWQCB). Because there are no impacts to biological resources, the MPP will be in
compliance with the Clean Water Act.

5.6.4.2 State Authorities and Administering Agencies

 California Endangered Species Act of 1984; California Fish and Game Code
Sections 2050 - 2098. The Act includes provisions for the protection and management of
plant and animal species listed as endangered or threatened, or designated as candidates
for such listing. The Act includes a consultation requirement “to ensure that any action
authorized by a state lead agency is not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of
any endangered or threatened species or result in the destruction or adverse modification
of habitat essential to the continued existence of the species” (Section 2090). Plants of
California declared to be endangered, threatened, or rare are listed at 14 CCR Section
670.2. Animals of California declared to be endangered or threatened are listed at 14
CCR Section 670.5. The administering agency for the above authority is the CDFG.
Because there are no impacts to plant and animal species, the MPP will comply with
these code sections.
 

 California Species Preservation Act of 1970; California Fish and Game Code
Sections 900 - 903. The Act includes provisions for the protection and enhancement of
the birds, mammals, fish, amphibians, and reptiles of California. Because there are no
impacts to biological resources, the MPP will comply with these code sections.
 

 California Fish and Game Code Section 3503. This code section prohibits the taking
and possessing of any bird egg or nest. The administering agency for the above authority
is the CDFG. Because there is no bird habitat within the project area, the MPP will
comply with this code section.
 

 California Fish and Game Code Section 3511 and Section 5050. These code sections
prohibit the taking and possessing of birds or reptiles listed as “fully protected”. Because
there are no listed birds or reptiles at the project site, the MPP will comply with these
code sections.
 

 California Fish and Game Code Section 4700 and Section 5515. These code sections
prohibit the taking of mammals and fish, respectively, listed as fully protected in
California. The administering agency for the above authority is the CDFG. Because there
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are no listed mammals and fish at the project site, the MPP will be in compliance with
these code sections.
 

 California Environmental Quality Act, Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.
The Act provides for protection of the environment. The administering agency for the
above authority is the CEC. Because there are no natural resources at the project site, the
MPP will be in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act.
 

 California Public Resources Code Section 25523(a); 20 CCR Sections 1752, 1752.5,
2300 - 2309, and Chapter 2, Subchapter 5, Article I, Appendix B, Part (i). These code
and regulation sections require the CEC to assure protection of environmental quality. In
the context of biological resources, a proposed project is generally considered to have a
significant effect on the environment if it will substantially affect a rare or endangered
species (20 CCR § 15380). The administering agency for the above authority is the CEC
(with comment by the CDFG). Because there are no rare or endangered species at the
project site, the MPP will be in compliance with these code and regulation sections.
 

5.6.4.3 Local Authorities and Administering Agencies

The COB General Plan. The COB General Plan’s Conservation Element addresses two
main topics, the preservation of the Verdugo Mountains and the community environment.
The Verdugo Mountains, located approximately 1.5 miles north of the MPP, have been
identified as a valuable natural resource that serves as a sanctuary for an abundance of
plant and animal life. Development should be limited as much as possible to areas below
the Rancho Providencia line. The community environment topic addresses six issues (1)
population projection and increased utility needs (water, gas, electric and sewage
treatment); (2) commercial, industrial and residential expansion needs; (3) public school
capacities; (4) balance of land use; (5) open space and recreation needs; and (6) city-wide
geologic conditions.

The COB General Plan’s Open Space Element focuses on the issues listed below: (1)
maintain the Verdugo Mountains as the primary source of open space; (2) limit hillside
development as directed in the Conservation Element; (3) promote the use of open space
for recreational purposes; (4) improve the aesthetic and economic value of residential,
commercial, and industrial property by planning properly maintained open space; and (5)
promote areas of open space for areas of potential natural or man-made hazards. The
administering agency is the COB Planning and Development Department. The MPP does
not violate the COB’s General Plan because no natural resources will be impacted.
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5.6.4.4 Agencies and Agency Contacts

There are no applicable permits related to biological resources.

5.6.4.5 Applicable Permits

There are no applicable permits related to biological resources.

5.6.5 References

California Department of Fish and Game. 2000. Natural Heritage Program. Natural
Diversity Database.

2000. State and Federally listed endangered and threatened animals of California.

California Native Plant Society. 2000. Rare Plant Database.

City of Burbank. 1972. The City of Burbank General Plan. Conservation and Open Space
Element.

California Energy Commission. 2000. Rules of Practice and Procedure and Plant Site
Certification Regulations.
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